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TANNING BEDS 

634. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the call by the Australian Medical Association to ban tanning beds in Western Australia, in line with 
bans being implemented in every other state of Australia, and the minister’s comments in October last year that 
cabinet would be considering the issue and acting in a matter of months. 

(1) Why, when every other state in Australia has already responded to this issue, has it taken so long for the 
minister to act? 

(2) When will the minister ban tanning beds in Western Australia? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
(1)–(2) This is an important question, and I will actually be talking about this later today on one of the radio 
stations. 

There has been a long gestation in this state in getting to the stage of banning tanning beds. The final decision on 
doing that has not yet been made. It is something that I support doing. But there are issues with some of the 
people who own tanning beds. The issue was brought to and discussed among my colleagues about a particular 
individual who has a salon and has invested a significant amount of money in putting these beds in place. So we 
need to make the decision — 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I needed to take it to my colleagues to see in what direction they want to go to do this. It is 
my firm view that it needs to be done. There is a significant risk to health with people having tanning facilities. 
But it is not just a matter of banning tanning salons. People are able to use these machines in their home. There is 
no restriction on the importation of tanning beds. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the first time. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: If or when we ban tanning beds, in my view we need to make sure that it does not 
significantly adversely affect individuals who in good faith have followed the current laws, which allow them to 
have those tanning beds. I am in the final stages of preparing a proposal, which I will take to my colleagues, and 
I will then make a determination. 

Mr R.H. Cook: You said it would be done in a matter of months—three months, you said. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I did, and I am late, because it has been more difficult than I thought it would be in the first 
instance, particularly because of individuals who will be significantly adversely affected. I want to make sure 
that we take the experience of other states — 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: People make their choice to do it. People can go out and spend hours in the sunlight. It is 
exposure to ultraviolet radiation that causes the increased risk of melanoma. Banning tanning beds will not stop 
people from getting melanomas. It will stop only those who make a personal choice to expose themselves to that 
radiation through the use of tanning beds. We have very strong regulations about tanning beds and how much 
radiation is able to be used. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana, this is not a debate across the chamber. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I remain strongly supportive of banning tanning beds in this state. But it will be a decision 
made not by me but by my parliamentary colleagues, and we will let members know as soon as that decision has 
been made. 
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